
1st August 
Arrived at Greenwich Park. This is a
spectacular venue and I’m looking
forward to being part of the
veterinary team, with the
opportunity to catch up with
colleagues and friends from
throughout the UK and around the
world. A number of Rossdales vets
and staff are involved with the
Olympics and some will also be
involved with the Paralympics too,
each playing an important role
‘behind the scenes’ at the
Veterinary Clinic and out in the
field of competition.

The Vet Clinic is superbly
equipped, including some great
scanners from our friends at BCF
Technology. 
The vet team was still in high
spirits today, following the success
of the veterinary care provided
yesterday during the cross
country phase of the eventing.
There were a number of horse
and rider falls on course, which
were dealt with promptly and
expertly by the veterinary and
medical professionals. My
colleague, Celia Marr, was one of
the vets on duty here yesterday -
she has now returned to
Rossdales Equine Hospital

where she will oversee the
veterinary care of Ireland’s Camilla
Speirs’ Portersize Just a Jiff, who
has been referred to Rossdales
after taking a nasty fall towards
the end of the course.  Faye
Enefer, a member of the veterinary
team who normally works at our
Diagnostic Centre, became a star
of ‘You Tube’ overnight, following
her efforts in catching a loose
horse.
The audience was treated to a
nail-biting finish to the eventing
team competition as our riders
put in a superb performance
during the showjumping phase to
take the Silver medal, narrowly
missing out on gold. 
Today was a quieter day in

Greenwich Park, as the eventers
and their respective entourages
moved out, and the big boys
(literally!) of showjumping moved
in. After the excitement of
yesterday, I’m carrying out the
more mundane task of checking
horses coming into the FEI
stables. 
Great to see so many veterinary
colleagues and friends from round
the world, in an amusing
assortment of team uniforms!
Marcus Swail from Ireland won
my unofficial competition for
‘Best Team Vet Uniform’ on
Facebook, with his impression of
Eminem!

2nd August 
The buzz of competition returned
with the start of the dressage
team competition, and great
performances from Carl Hester
and Laura Bechtolsheimer give
Team GB a narrow lead ahead of
Charlotte Dujardin’s test
tomorrow. The weather is
intermittently terrible, confirming
this as a ‘truly British’ Olympic
Games!

3rd August 
Day 2 of the team dressage – and
some amazing performances from
these impressive athletes.
Charlotte Dujardin posts a huge
83.663%, smashing the Olympic
Grand Prix record and keeping
Team GB in the lead going into
next week’s second round of the
team competition. 
The Showjumping Team started
their training today and will start
competing tomorrow. 
The last of the Modern Pentathlon
horses arrived today, so now there
are no more horses to come in to
the Park. Interesting factoid: in
‘Mod Pen’, the horses are classified
as ‘sports equipment’, and so
grooms become ‘equipment
technicians!’  
There is a huge amount of

medication control going on here
– more sampling is being done at
the 2012 Games than at any
other Championship previously.
The weather remains
unpredictable and the well
equipped field vet now carries
sunglasses, jacket, brolly and two
ponchos in addition to their vet
kit. 
Much excitement in the Vet Clinic
as we catch all the medal
successes from Team GB – what a
terrific Games so far!

4th August 
The first day of the showjumping
saw the crowds flocking in and
enjoying the sunshine. Excitement
mounts in Greenwich... Big Star
passed the trot-up this morning
ahead of his clear round in Round
1 of the jumping for the
individual medals today... fingers
crossed for Round 2. The surface
in the arena is riding very well and
thankfully no significant injuries
so far. 

5th August 
The number of backroom staff
here never ceases to amaze, with
veterinary representatives from
each of the nations taking part in
the Games. As well as a strong
contingent from Rossdales (vets,
vet nurses and other members of
our hospital and diagnostic centre
team), there are numerous
‘Newmarket’ people here,
including Jim Power, who recently
retired as Stud Groom at
Banstead Manor Stud, who is
driving one of the horse
ambulances. Each person’s
responsibilities at the Vet Clinic
are numerous and varied – these
may include checking in horses
when they arrive, ensuring every
medical kit at the Clinic is fully
stocked, monitoring the trot-ups
before competition, taking heart,
pulse and respiration rates during
competition, administering
emergency care or simple

first aid, taking samples for
testing, secretarial and reception
duties, etc.
After the second day of the team
Show Jumping competition, Team
GB is still in a strong position.

6th August 
An outstanding performance by
the British Showjumping team
clinched the team Gold medal -
for the first time in 60 years. The

atmosphere in the stadium was
electric, and the level of support
for the Brits made it seem like the
Last Night of the Proms! All the
other countries seem delighted
for the British to win, with just the
occasional grumble that it is
getting a bit boring, with us
picking up so many gold medals
across all the sports...
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1: Andy Bathe watches the Olympic action from the Vet Clinic with
fellow vet Roger Smith.
2: The showjumping competitions attracted a full house.
3: Irish vet Marcus Swail is prepared for all weather conditions.
4: The eventers leave Greenwich as the
showjumpers move in.
5: Newmarket-based Jim Power and his horse
ambulance.
6: Gold and Bronze medals for GB – we’re on top
of the world!
7: Stables at the Vet Clinic
8: The Vet Clinic is well equipped, with a wide
range of equipment to enable us to cater for
all eventualities. 
9: Laura Bechtolsheimer schooling ‘Alf’
10:  Nick Skelton watches as Big Star passes
the trot-up inspection.
11: Even the rain can’t dampen our spirits.
12: Rossdales is well represented (L-R):
Clare Fleming, Bonny Millar, Celia Marr
and Vicky Gregory
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DURING THE OLYMPICS, ROSSDALES VET, ANDY
BATHE MA VetMB DEO DipECVS MRCVS, WAS PRIVILEGED TO
BE A MEMBER OF THE VETERINARY CLINIC TEAM
AT GREENWICH PARK THROUGHOUT THE
SHOWJUMPING AND DRESSAGE COMPETITIONS.
HERE HE RECALLS HIS EXPERIENCE OF BEING PART
OF THESE HISTORIC GAMES

Vet Profile

Name: Andy Bathe
Qualifications: MA, VetMB,
DEO, DipECVS, MRCVS
Year of Qualification: 1989

Andy qualified from Cambridge
University Veterinary School in
1989 and subsequently trained
in surgery at the University of
Bristol and then at Rossdales in
Newmarket. After working as
University Equine Surgeon at
the Queen’s Veterinary School
Hospital, University of
Cambridge he returned to
Rossdales, where he is now a
partner and heads their Equine
Diagnostic Centre. 
His main areas of speciality lie
in orthopaedic surgery and
lameness, especially related to
competition horses. He has
always been interested in the
application of novel diagnostic
and therapeutic techniques to
lameness problems and poor
performance.
He is a Diplomate of the
European College of Veterinary
Surgeons and holds the Royal
College of Veterinary Surgeons
(RCVS) Diploma in Equine
Orthopaedics. He is recognized
by the RCVS as a Specialist in
Equine Surgery. He has been
team vet to the Japanese and
British Three Day Event Teams
and the British Pony
Showjumping Team, as well as
working for numerous private
competitors at competitions and
championships. He was an
official treating vet for the 2012
Olympics in London.
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7th August 
Yesterday was an amazing day to
be in Greenwich. Hopefully our 
dressage team will bring home
the medals too. Anyone who
thinks that the showjumpers
don’t really rate the Olympics
as a worthwhile competition
should have been there to see
the British horses being
applauded back into the
stables last night. 
I’m back in the real world of
Newmarket for a day today to see
some cases at Rossdales Equine
Diagnostic Centre.  

8th August 
Back in the Vet Clinic at Greenwich
today to cover the individual
showjumping final.  Sadly, it was
not a great British result this time,
but it's nice to share the medals
around - as Boris would say. It was
a lovely evening in the Park. Some
extremely valuable dressage

‘firepower’ were
trying to psyche each other out in
the arena, with a private piaffe
competition! It should be a good
day of competition tomorrow and
hopefully we will overhaul
Germany in the equestrian medal
table at last!

9th August 
It’s been another amazing day of
competition in Greenwich, with
each of the British team excelling

in the Individual
Dressage final. A
fantastic
performance from
Charlotte Dujardin
and Valegro, but
with some errors at
the end, the crowd
was holding its
collective breath to
see if she had edged
ahead of a polished
performance from the
amazing athlete that is
Parcival. The stadium
erupted as GB took Gold

and Bronze (Laura
Bechtolscheimer having put in a
superb performance with Mistral
Hojris), taking the lead in the
equestrian medal table. What a
week it has been for British
equestrian sport!
Although the action in the
stadium held an excited crowd
captivated throughout, it’s actually
been a quiet day at the Clinic, with
the showjumpers leaving the Park.

The Modern Pentathlon horses are
upping their training and move
into the main stables tomorrow.
For once, sun cream and water
were the order of the day for those
lucky enough to be watching,
rather than the ponchos and
umbrellas of earlier competitions. 
Happily, there is more good news
today from Newmarket, as

Portersize Just a Jiff leaves
Rossdales Equine Hospital to
return to his owner, Camilla Speirs.
What a way to finish my London
Olympic experience. I now hand
over the Rossdales vet baton to
Sarah Boys Smith, who will be
here as the Veterinary Clinic Team
Leader for all the vets working at
the Paralympics.

Vetwatch

Rossdales Equine Hospital & Diagnostic Centre
(All horse admissions)

Cotton End Road, Exning, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 7NN. 
Tel: 01638 577754 (Office hours) Tel: 01638 663150 (24 hours)
Email: hospital@rossdales.com

Rossdales Equine Practice 
(Ambulatory Practice, Pharmacy and Accounts) 

Beaufort Cottage Stables, High Street, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 8JS. 
Tel: 01638 663150 (24 hours) Email: practice@rossdales.com

Beaufort Cottage Laboratories
(Laboratory samples and aborted foeti for postmortem examinations) 

High Street, Newmarket, Suffolk CB8 8JS. Tel: 01638 663017 
(Office hours)

Tel: 01638 663150 (24 hours)
Email: laboratory@rossdales.com

13: At Rossdales Equine Hospital, nurses Olivia Middleton and Elaine Packer, and veterinary surgeon Celia Marr, say goodbye to
Camilla Speirs' Portersize Just a Jiff, a week after his cross country fall at Greenwich.
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