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Post-Mortem Examination - Aborted Foetus / Neonatal Foal

To order laboratory supplies, please complete the online form at www.rossdales.com/laboratories/submit-a-sample/form-samples-order
Or you can contact us by email at laboratory@rossdales.com or telephone on 01638 663017

INFORMATION

A post-mortem examination should be performed on all aborted foetuses and neonatal deaths*. It is 
important to rule out Herpesviral abortion (EHV-1/4, see HBLB Code of Practice).

Please send either:

1. The whole foetus and placental membranes, sealed inside two strong plastic bags and delivered to 
our post-mortem room. Please telephone the lab before sending. A verbal report of gross findings 
can be given and a final written report will be issued when EHV PCR, cultures and histopathology 
are omplete (usually within 1-3 working day.

  OR

2. Samples of foetal and placental tissues (see below) for EHV PCR, cultures and histopathology with 
details of your gross post-mortem findings overleaf (photographs are often helpful). Final reports are 
usually issued within 3-5 working days of arrival. A guide to performing a detailed PM exam can be 
found on our website and we are happy to provide advice by telephone if needed.

Tissues required:

• EHV PCR: Fresh tissues. One pot containing samples of liver, lung, thymus and spleen and one pot 
containing 3-4 pieces of chorioallantois from different sites (1cm3 of each tissue is adequate). Send 
in plain tubes or viral transport medium (if available), tissue should be refrigerated or frozen if there 
is a delay to sending.

• Histology: Fixed tissues. Representative slices of liver, lung, thymus, spleen, adrenal gland, kidney 
and chorioallantois (horns and cervical pole), plus any other specific areas of abnormality in 10% 
formalin (ideally around 10x the volume of the tissue).

• Culture: Ideally aseptically collected charcoal swabs from the liver and lung or alternatively gastric 
content (collected with syringe/vacutainer). Swabs of the cervical pole or other suspected sites of 
placentitis are also useful.

* Owners that are members of the Thouroughbred Breeders Association can receive a financial 
contribution towards the cost of these examinations on application to the TBA with a copy of our report.


